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MR. CUNDARI: Today's date is November 8 
2001. The time is 1550 hours. I'm George 
Cundari, New York City Fire Department. I'm 


conducting an individual with the following 


individual. 


DEPUTY CHIEF McNALLY: Patrick McNally, 


Deputy Chief, 14th Division. 
QO. Can you Please tell us the events that 


happened on September 11, 2001. 


f 


A. IT had just finished working the night tour in 


the 14th Division. I was about to go off duty. W 


the TV on and we were watching the events as they 


unfolded. We had seen one. We didn't see the fir 
plane crash. We just saw that there had been a pl 
crash into the Trade Center. We saw the second pl 


crash and at that point I decided to go down to th 


Trade Center. I changed back into my uniform and 


myself and Firefighter Mike Laskowski, who was one 


the division aides and I, took a division van with 


couple of masks and went down to the Trade Center, 


the LIE, Midtown Tunnel and the FDR Drive. 


We arrived at West Street approximately, 


would say 2 blocks south of the Trade Center and I 


reported to the command post, which was on West St 
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across from the Trade Center, approximately 50 toa 


hundred feet south of the Winter Garden I believe. In 
the area of the Winter Garden. I'm not exactly sure on 
this map. There was a bridge across, there was two of 
them. 

Q. Who was at the command center when you got 
there? 

A. A number of staff Chiefs. I remember 
speaking to Chief Cassano. I reported and he said 
stand by for a minute. I will give you an assignment. 


I would say approximately within five or ten minutes, 


the first tower collapsed and we retreated into a 

parking garage down a ramp, which was directly behind 

us at the command post. I went into that garage area. 
Then I came out after the collapse; myself, 


Firefighter Laskowski and Chief Downey came out from 


under the rubble. The entrance to the garage was not 


blocked. We were able to walk right out. I understand 


q 


there were two doors. [The other door was blocked with 


debris, I was told later on, but we were able to walk 


right out to West Street. 
Then I believe I spoke to Chief Turi, met him 


out in front here on West Street and he directed me to 


try to locate another command post further north. I 
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went up to the area between Vesey and Murray and set up 


a command post in that area there. 


A few moments later, I was talking to Chief 
Cassano, and we decided go back down south to look for 


Chief Galvin, who we thought was missing. We were 


between Vesey Street and Liberty, closer to Vesey than 


to Liberty, when the second tower came down. 


Q. Were you speaking with Chief Cassano via 
radio? 
A. No, face to face. In this area here. I 


would imagine we were north of the bridge, in that area 


there. The second tower came down. I was able to make 


it to the building on the corner of Vesey and there was 
a cut out in the building. I was able to get in there 
and get out of the way. 

After that, we regrouped again and I spent 


the rest of the day on Vesey, working between what 


would be West and Washington, I believe. I worked with 


Chief Fellini, Citywide Tour Commander. I worked with 


him, helping him direct rescue operations until 


approximately 8 o'clock that night. 
QO. You were never in the World Trade Center 
itself, never got inside the towers? 


A. No. 
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QO. Was there radio communications at that time, 
were you on frequency one? 

A. I don't recall what I was on. I'm assuming I 
was on one. We grabbed two spares from here. I don't 


recall hearing any radio transmissions. 


Q. Were there a lot of people going towards you 
when you first arrived there? 

A. No, from what I understand, they had moved 
the command post from inside the building to across the 
street. They were assigning companies. I remember I 


saw Chief Hart and I believe he was the communications 


coordinator, the Battalion Chief. I recall seeing 
Commissioner Feehan in the same area, Chief Ganci. 
They were just directing operations, but I only just 
got there probably no more than ten minutes before it 
happened. 

Q. Were there a lot of injuries when you got 
there at all? 


A. No. The only thing that I had heard on the 


way down is that there were jumpers and that they had 


been warned about that, that people had jumped out of 
the building. I heard that on the radio on the way 
down on the FDR Drive. 


Q. Did you know the tower was collapsing or you 
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just knew something was happening? 
A. At the beginning I thought that maybe the 


area from where the plane hit from above, had 


collapsed. I wasn't aware the whole tower had 


collapsed. 


Q. How long were you in that parking garage 


before you got out? 


A. Couple of minutes. 

QO. Still clouds of smoke? 

A. Right. 

QO. Could you see? 

A. You could see up close. I remember talking 
to Chief Downey. I could see him. I could see my aide 


and Chief Downey stayed. Chief Ganci was behind him, 


but I never saw him again. 


QO. You went north? 
A. I went north. I don't know where Chief 
Downey went either. Chief Ganci was discovered south 


of that walkway, that bridge. Later in the day we 


discovered him, so I'm assuming he went south of the 


area in front of where the command post had been. 


QO. When you went north, were there a lot of 


firefighters going north with you? 


A. There weren't many people out on the street 
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at that point. Just a few. I don't know where the 


rest of them were. In other words, this area, I was 
setting up here for another command post. There were 
not a lot of firefighters up there, only a couple. I 


left my aide up there and then I went back down south. 
Q. Where did you park your van? 


A. We parked the van south of the towers on 


West, I would say approximately 2, 3 blocks south of 
the towers. 


Q. Were you able to get the van out later on? 


A. Yes, we were able to drive it back. It had 
one broken window and it was covered with soot, but we 
were able to drive it. 

Q. Anything else would you like to add? 

A. No. I wish it hadn't happened. That's all. 
MR. CUNDARI: Thank you for your time. 


DEPUTY CHIEF McNALLY: I told them earlier, 


it wasn't much. Like I said I barely got there. 
MR. CUNDARI: Before everything happened. 


DEPUTY CHIEF McNALLY: So I wasn't aware of 


what they were trying to do. As far as the radio 
goes, I don't recall hearing many transmissions. 


I'm assuming I was on channel one, but I would 


imagine they would have had a command channel and 
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maybe one or two tacticals by that point, but I'm 

not sure. 

Q. After the collapse you heard a lot of Maydays 
then, right? 


A. Not really. Very quiet after both 


collapses. Unusual. 
MR. CUNDARI: Thank you for your time. The 
time is 1555 hours. This concludes the 


interview. 


